
Americans should be prepared to think “ROUND” 

Yesterday, President Biden released his $2 trillion 

American Jobs Plan that showed his vision for 

building back better, and the plan was full of 

transformative investments for transportation in 

highways and bridges, transit and rail, and 

especially for pedestrians and cyclists. 

One of the most controversial, however, would be 

the creation of the ROUND (Rethinking Our Unsafe 

National Direction) program which would transform 

our nation’s intersections, increasing safety for all 

users with the benefit of reducing harmful 

emissions. The program calls for the replacement of 

the vast majority of the 300,000 traffic signals in the 

United States with roundabouts by the year 2050, 

which is also the target for most “Vision Zero” 

programs that currently exist. However, state and 

local governments can request waivers if a signal 

conversion would have significant detrimental 

property and/or economic impact. 



To enforce and support the ROUND program, 

Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg also 

released a statement that the Federal Highway 

Administration’s Highway Safety Improvement 

Program will also adopt a “roundabouts-first” 

policy. Like the ones adopted in New York and 

Washington State, this policy will now require state 

and local governments to prove why a roundabout 

was not viable for a proposed intersection project 

location before receiving federal funding for an 

alternative, such as an intersection with a signal. 

“Roundabouts have proven to be the safest, most 

equitable, and most resilient intersection for all 

users in all developed countries, including the 

United States,” the Transportation Secretary said in 

a video message from his USDOT social media 

accounts. “They also have significant environmental 

benefits that allow us to meet this moment when 

we need to build back better to ensure our 

transportation sector reduces its carbon footprint. 

The steps taken in President Biden’s American Jobs 

Plan with the ROUND program and the 



‘roundabouts-first’ policy that the Federal Highway 

Administration has now adopted, will eventually 

have the United States lead the world in the 

number of roundabouts. This will also provide safer 

travel and better communities for all Americans. I 

look forward to having conversations with Senators 

and Representatives in Congress to make these 

measures become a reality in the months ahead.” 

Upon hearing the news, “Team Pete” supporters on 

Twitter immediately liked and retweeted his video 

message thousands of times. Not to be outdone, 

“Rose Twitter” and “blue check” conservatives 

immediately quote tweeted his message more than 

twenty thousand times with links to articles from 

South Bend from 2015 featuring quotes from the 

then roundabout-skeptical citizens. The Secretary is 

now being called “Roundabout Pete” in many of 

those exchanges. 

The ROUND program like other new initiatives 

proposed, may need to be part of a reauthorization 

bill for surface transportation programs in order to 



get bipartisan support, as new programs aren’t 

likely to pass through a reconciliation process which 

the American Jobs Plan will likely need. However, if 

anybody can convince Congress about the need for 

the ROUND program, it’s “Roundabout Pete.”  

Looking forward, I hope the name sticks, and I know 

over time Americans will get used to driving around 

in circles because of the benefits they will 

experience.  Safer, more efficient, cleaner and more 

dependent travel will be the result of this 

ambitious, but welcome effort from the Biden 

Administration and Secretary “Roundabout Pete.” 


